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2012 SUSTAINABLE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE GRANT

Supporting our Farmers, Strengthening our Local Food System 

Proposals must be RECEIVED no later than March 1, 2012
THE PURPOSE OF THIS GRANT PROGRAM IS TO STRENGTHEN OUR LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM BY SUPPORTING FEMALE FARMERS, RANCHERS, AND PROCESSORS WHO PLAN TO CREATE INNOVATIVE, SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS TO PRODUCING OR MARKETING OBSTACLES IN THE HIGH COUNTRY BY:

(1) COMPLETING A SUSTAINABLE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE PROJECT 

OR

(2) PURSUING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN SUSTAINABLE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE


KEY DEFINITIONS

SUSTAINABILITY means meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS integrate three main goals: environmental health, economic profitability, and social equity.

GRANT REQUIREMENTS

1. Grants will only be awarded to female farmers, ranchers, or processors based in Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Caldwell, Mitchell, Watauga, Wilkes, or Yancey Counties in North Carolina, or Johnson County, Tennessee. 

2. Grants will be given to female farmers, ranchers, or processors who plan to create innovative, sustainable solutions to producing or marketing obstacles in the High Country by completing a sustainable food and agriculture project or pursuing educational opportunities in sustainable food and agriculture. 

3. Each applicant may submit no more than one proposal per year.  
4. With the support and guidance of BRWIA, grant awardees are responsible for organizing a BRWIA workshop or demonstration related to their project or educational experience. This workshop or demonstration should be designed to provide producers and community members with an opportunity to learn from project results.

5. Grant awardees are responsible for serving on the Grant Review Committee in 2013.
6. Any changes in budget or activities must receive prior approval from BRWIA’s Board of Directors.

7. Applicants may apply for up to $2,000.
THE SELECTION PROCESS

All funding by the Blue Ridge Women in Agriculture Sustainable Food and Agriculture Grant is awarded competitively and we anticipate that we will receive more proposals than can receive funding.  A Grant Review Committee, made up of one-third BRWIA Board Members, one-third farmers, and one-third other community members will evaluate all grant proposals received by the due date and decide which proposals will be funded.


REVIEWER EVALUATION WORKSHEET (SAMPLE)

The Grant Review Committee will use a Reviewer Evaluation Worksheet to review your proposal. A sample worksheet is provided below so that you can see the criteria being used to review your proposal.  

If the answer to Question 1 is NO, the proposal cannot be funded.

1. The proposal was submitted by a female farmer, rancher, or processor based in Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Caldwell, Mitchell, Watauga, Wilkes, or Yancey Counties in North Carolina, or Johnson County, Tennessee.
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Use the following rubric to answer questions 2 through 8. 
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2. The proposal addresses important producing or marketing obstacles in the     

High Country. 








_____
3. The proposal is innovative and sustainable. 




_____
4. The project is well designed and thoughtful.




_____





5. The project can be completed in the time allotted.



_____
6. The workshop or demonstration proposal will provide other producers and community members with an opportunity to learn from project results.

_____


7. The budget is realistic for the project.





_____
8. It is clear what the money requested will be spent on.



_____
       TOTAL__________

Reviewer Comments: 


FUNDING 

If you are awarded a Blue Ridge Women in Agriculture Sustainable Food and Agriculture Grant, you will be paid by reimbursement of allowable project expenses that you spend.  The final 25 percent of the award will be reimbursed after the required BRWIA workshop or demonstration has been held. Exceptions to these reimbursement policies must be approved by BRWIA’s Board of Directors.

2011 GRANT SCHEDULE

January 20, 2012

Call for Proposals

March 1, 2012


Grant Proposals Due

April 1, 2012


Grant Awards Announced

April 1, 2013


BRWIA Workshop or Demonstration Deadline

QUESTIONS

If you have questions about your grant proposal, please don’t hesitate to contact our Director of Programs by writing to contactbrwia@gmail.com
ABOUT BLUE RIDGE WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE (BRWIA)

Blue Ridge Women in Agriculture (BRWIA) is dedicated to strengthening the High Country's local food system by supporting women and their families with resources, education, and skills related to sustainable food and agriculture. For more information about our programs, visit www.brwia.org
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2012 SUSTAINABLE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE GRANT

Supporting our Farmers, Strengthening our Local Food System

PROPOSAL
Project Title:
Name of farmer, rancher, or processor:
Full address:
Telephone:
Email: 

In less than 200 words, tell us about your farm, ranch operation, or company: 

Problem Statement: In less than 300 words, tell us what obstacle you aim to address and how it relates to, or affects, the sustainability of food and agriculture in the High Country.  
Statement of Proposed Solution: In less than 300 words, tell us how your project or educational experience will help the High Country community overcome this obstacle.
Timetable: In less than 200 words, give us a timetable and the steps you will take to complete your project or pursue your educational opportunity.  

BRWIA Workshop or Demonstration Proposal: With the support and guidance of BRWIA, grant awardees are responsible for organizing a BRWIA workshop or demonstration related to their project or educational experience. This workshop or demonstration should be designed to provide producers and community members with an opportunity to learn from project results. In less than 200 words, tell us where, when, and how will you share what you learn with the High Country community.  
Budget: Please describe your budget expenses using the following chart. Include the cost of labor, operating and supplies, travel, outreach, and any other expenses you anticipate. 

	DESCRIPTION
	FUNDS REQUESTED

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	PROJECT TOTAL
	


Proposals may be sent electronically OR in hard copy. 

Email proposals to contactbrwia@gmail.com 

Mail hard copy proposals to:

BRWIA

P.O. BOX 67

Boone, NC 28607
Proposals must be RECEIVED no later than March 1, 2012
