BRWIA PROGRAMS OVERVIEW & 2025 IMPACT
High Country Food Hub

The High Country Food Hub is a year-round, online farmers market. It is free for customers to use
and provides a robust market channel to local producers within 100 miles of Boone.The Food Hub
hosts 7 pickup locations in 3 counties and accepts SNAP/EBT. Since 2017, the Food Hub has
invested over $5 million in the local food economy and has engaged over 180 food producers
from 20 surrounding counties to sell through this market channel, benefiting local food
consumers and producers alike.

King Street Farmers Market
BRWIA operates the King Street Farmers Market, a tail-gate market which runs outdoors
May - October on Tuesday afternoons, and indoors December - March on Saturday
mornings. This market is designed with working families in mind, is great for beginner
vendors, and accepts SNAP/EBT alongside operating the Double Up Food Bucks program.
In 2025, the market had a record 11,000+ customer turnout and helped producers bring in
more than $120,850 in revenue.

Double Up Food Bucks

This food access program doubles the value of federal nutrition benefits like SNAP/EBT
spent at farmers’ markets so that more people have access to local food. This means that
customers using SNAP get 50% off their food purchases at farmers markets in Watauga
and Ashe counties. This program makes local food more accessible while supporting the
local economy. In 2025, the Double Up Food Bucks Program distributed $50,813 in healthy
food incentives to 450 customers, making a $94,225 impact on our local food system.

Local Food As Medicine

Local Food as Medicine (LocalFAM) is BRWIA’s food equity program. Its goal is to make
local food accessible to more people, by partnering with food access organizations like
food pantries and faith-based groups to supply them with fresh, healthy food. In 2025,
the LocalFAM program worked with 16 community organizations, purchasing and
distributing over $200,000 in local food from 54 participating Food Hub producers.
Special initiatives like “Local Love for the Holidays” provided over 1700 pounds of food to
help pantries give holiday meals to their clients.

Blue Ridge CRAFT

The Blue Ridge Collaborative Regional Alliance for Farmer Training (CRAFT) program
cultivates meaningful mentor relationships between aspiring and experienced farmers,
through workshops, trainings, and lectures. Workshops are held throughout the year
featuring a wide variety of themes, including business & marketing, agricultural topics,
community wellness, and other subjects requested by our producers. In 2025, the CRAFT
program engaged with over 350 producers during 21 engaging professional development
workshops.

Blue Ridge Women in Agriculture (BRWIA) builds an equitable, sustainable High Country local food system by supporting
producers and cultivating connections that educate, inspire, and increase the demand for local food. BRWIA envisions an
equitable and sustainable food system where producers are thriving and local food is accessible to all.


https://www.highcountryfoodhub.org/
https://www.brwia.org/ksm.html
https://www.brwia.org/doubleup.html
https://www.brwia.org/local-food-as-medicine.html
https://www.brwia.org/craft.html

